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Minutes of the Meeting of the Astronomical Society of 

the Pacific held in Hearst Hall, Berkeley, 

on July ii, 1914, at 8:00 p.m. 

By courtesy of the President of the University of California, and un- 
der arrangements perfected with Professor Charles H. Rieber, Dean 
of the Summer Session of the university, a joint meeting of the Astro- 
nomical Society of the Pacific was held in Hearst Hall, Berkeley, on 
Saturday, July II, 1914, at 8:00 p. m. 

Professor R. T. Crawford, of the Students' Observatory, delivered 
an illustrated lecture on the subject of "European Observatories" 
(second series). A large number of very interesting pictures was 
thrown on the screen, showing the positions, environment and equip- 
ment of many of the European observatories. The location of many of 
them, in the centers of large cities, was described as being unfavorable 
to seeing conditions and much inferior, in this respect, to American 
observatories. Notwithstanding their generally poorer location and 
equipment, Professor Crawford described them as places of great charm 
and historical interest, more particularly because of their association 
with the names of men who have become immortal thru their work 
in astronomical science. 



Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Astronomical 

Society of the Pacific, held in Hearst Hall, 

Berkeley, on July ii, 1914, at 7:15 p. m. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed. 

The attention of the Board was directed by President Crawford to 
the movement which has been set on foot, within the past few months, 
to merge the Pacific Association of Scientific Societies (of which the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific is a constituent member) into a 
Pacific Division of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. The following communication from Professor J. N. Bowman, 
secretary of the Pacific Association, was read: — 

pacific association of scientific societies 

Seattle, May 26th, 1014. 
Mr. D. S. Richardson, 

Secretary Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 
My Dear Mr. Richardson: 

I enclose herewith a constitution for the proposed merging with the American 
Association into a Pacific Division. I commend it to your society for its action. 
The note will, I hope, explain still further. Any questions that may come to mind 
put to Prof. Towni.ey, who was on the constitutional committee and who was 
present at the executive committee last Saturday. 
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Biology, Palaeontology, Geology and Seismology have already accepted the con- 
stitution and are ready to sign it when presented. 
Believe me very 

Cordially, 

J. N. Bowman. 

NOTE. 

At the executive committee meeting, May 23rd, 1914, the enclosed consti- 
tution was presented by Professor Louderback for his committee, appointed April, 
1913. It was discussed at length, and regarding it the following motions were 
passed : — 

It was moved by Dr. Branner, seconded by Prof. Merriah, that the committee's 
work be accepted, and that the constitution be approved and recommended to the 
constituent societies for their action. Carried unanimously. 

It was moved by Prof. Lawson, seconded by Prof. Merriam, that the Pacific 
Association shall cease to exist and become the Pacific Division of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science at the close of the meeting of the 
American Association at San Francisco, August, 1915; provided, first, that by that 
time two-thirds of the constituent societies shall have approved the constitution — 
and signed it; and, second, that the officers of the Pacific Division shall have been 
appointed, organized and are prepared to carry on the work of the Pacific Asso- 
ciation. Carried unanimously. 

It was also carried unanimously (moved by Prof. Lawson, seconded by Prof. Mer- 
riam) that the secretary be instructed to send a copy of the constitution to the secre- 
tary of each constituent society, who has not already received a copy, with the request 
that each society act on the question of adoption or rejection of the constitution 
at its earliest convenience and report to the secretary of the Pacific Association 
its action. 

It was carried unanimously that it be the understanding that the current ex- 
penses of the secretary until the transfer of the Pacific Division be paid by the 
Pacific Division of the American Association. J. N. Bowman. 

After some discussion, and on motion of Director Aitken, seconded 
by Director Cornish, the Board voted to act in harmony with the 
plan of the Seattle meeting and to acquiesce in the merging of the 
Pacific Association into a Pacific Division of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. The President and Secretary were, 
therefore, instructed to sign the proposed constitution of the new or- 
ganization and return it to Secretary Bowman with the approval of 
this society. 

The Secretary-Treasurer reported to the Board the failure of the 
Contra Costa Water Company to pay the July, 1914 interest upon the 
three bonds of that company held by this society. The matter was re- 
ferred to the Finance Committee, with authority to take such steps as 
might be necessary to protect the interests of the society. 

A verbal report was made by the Secretary (who had been appointed 
a committee of one for that purpose at the last meeting) to the effect 
that no obstacle existed jn the postal laws to prevent the insertion of 
advertisements in our Publications. 

A propos of the last award of the Bruce Medal to Dr. Backlund, of 
Pulkovo, the following letter from the recipient was read by the 
Secretary : — 
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OBSERVATOIRE CENTRAL NICOLAS. 
poulkovo pres de st. fetersbourg. 
Cabinet du Directeur. 

May 24, 19 1 4. 
The Secretary op Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 

D. S. Richardson. 
Dear Sir: 

Expressing my sincere thanks for your amiable letter of April 6, I have the 
honor to report that the Charge d' Affairs of the American Embassy at St. Peters- 
burg has delivered to me the Bruce Gold Medal. My absence abroad for some 
weeks delayed the reception. 

I beg you to be so good as to transfer my thanks to the society and tell the 
members that I regard this distinction as the highest an astronomer can receive 
and that I fear it is above my merits. You may be convinced of the sincerity of 
this feeling, when I tell you that I admire the American astronomers on behalf 
of their energy, their methods, their keen scientific ideas and the mighty progress 
of astronomy which we are indebted to them. 

Yours, very gratefully, 
O. Backxcnd. 
Adjourned. 



